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Multiplicative Comparison Problems
Materials:
- Task cards
- Manipulatives
- Paper and pencil to record thinking

Directions:
1) Students will work with a partner.
2) Partner 1 chooses a task card. Both partners read it together, but they both solve 

it independently being sure to show their thinking.
3) Partners share their solutions and strategies.
4) Partner 2 chooses a task card, and steps 2-3 are repeated.



Draw a model and write an 
equation for the following

a) 3 times as many as 9 is 27.

b) 40 is 4 times as many as 10.

c) 21 is 3 times as many as 7.

Write equations for the following

a) Three times as many as four is 
twelve

b) Twice as many as nine is 
eighteen

c) Thirty-two is four times as 
many as eight

Write a comparison statement for 
each equation.

a) 3 x 7 = 21

b) 8 x 3 = 24

c) 5 x 4 = 20

_____ times as many as _____ is 
_____.

Write a comparison statement for 
each equation.

a) 45 = 9 x 5

b) 24 = 6 x 4

c) 18 = 2 x 9

_____ is _____ times as many as 
_____.
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Draw a model and write an 
equation for the following

a) 18 is 3 times as many as 6

b) 20 is 5 times as many as 4

c) 30 is 6 times as many as 5

Write equations for the following

a) Five times as many as seven is 
thirty-five

b) Twice as many as ten is twenty

c) Four times as many as nine is 
thirty-six

Write a comparison statement for 
each equation.

a) 6 x 8 = 48

b) 9 x 6 = 54

c) 8 x 7 = 56

_____ times as many as _____ is 
_____.

Write a comparison statement for 
each equation.

a) 72 = 9 x 8

b) 81 = 9 x 9

c) 36 = 4 x 9

_____ is _____ times as many as 
_____.
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Write a comparison statement for 
42 = 6 x 7. Use the words times
and more than.

How are the equations for 4 is 2 
more than 2 and 4 is 2 times as 
many as 2 different? Write an 
equation for each statement and 
explain your thinking using math 
vocabulary.

Draw models to represent 
21 = 7 x 3 and 21 = 3 x 7. How are 
the models alike? How are they 
different?

Write two different multiplication 
equations that have a product of 
24. Write a comparison statement 
for each equation.
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Write two multiplication equations 
in which both factors are even 
numbers. Write a comparison 
statement for each equation.

Write two multiplication equations 
in which both factors are odd
numbers. Write a comparison 
statement for each equation.

Write and equation to represent
the situation below. Let p be the
unknown number.

Jack surveyed fourth graders
about their favorite food. Thirty-
two students chose pizza. Four
times as many students chose
pizza as chose pasta.

Write and equation to represent 
the situation below. Let s be the 
unknown number.

Farmer Brown has 50 sheep. He 
has twice the number of sheep as 
Farmer Smith.
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Sue ate 30 cherries. She ate 5 
times as many cherries as Bob. 
How many cherries did Bob eat?

There are 20 monkeys in the zoo. 
There are 4 times as many 
monkeys as tiger. How many tigers 
are there?

Frank and Tom went fishing. Tom 
caught 24 fish. He caught 6 times 
as many fish as Frankie. How many 
fish did Frankie catch?

This month, Jane saved 6 times as 
much money as she did last month. 
If she saved $42 this month, how 
much did she save last month?
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There are nine times as many red 
jackets than blue jackets at the 
store. There are eight blue jackets 
at the store. How many red 
jackets are there?

There are four times as many 
lizards in the desert as there are 
snakes. There are sixteen snakes. 
How many lizards are in the 
desert?

The Tigers scored nine times as 
many points as the Eagles. The 
Eagles score four points. How 
many points did the Tigers score?

Anna’s dad is 40. He is eight times 
her age. How old is Anna?
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I collected 5 times as many pieces 
of candy from the piñata as Jolie. 
If she collected 7, how many did I 
get?

Caleb takes six times longer to 
clean his room than it takes his 
friend, John. If it takes John ten 
minutes, how long does it take 
Caleb?

Ben is three years old. His brother 
is four times older. How old is his 
brother? 

Jose’s puppy joined the family 3 
months ago. His older dog has been 
with the family five times that 
long. How long has the older dog 
been with the family?
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