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Length Word Problems
Materials:
- Task cards

Directions:
1) For each task:

- Write an equation with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the 
problem.
- Solve the problem. Show your thinking.
- Answer the question in a sentence.

2) Check your work with a partner.



A snake was 32 inches 
long. Now it is 56 inches 
long. How much did the 
snake grow?

A ribbon is 40 cm long. 
Maria cuts some
ribbon off. Now there 
are 35 cm left. How 
much did Maria cut 
off?

Mary’s teddy bear is 
36 cm tall. Tim’s teddy 
bear is 100 cm tall. 
How much shorter is 
Mary’s teddy bear 
than Tim’s teddy ?

A groundhog is 15 
inches long. It grows 
23 inches. How long is 
the groundhog now?
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I have 3 pencils. The 
pencils are 17 cm, 12 
cm, and 9 cm. What is 
the total length of all
my pencils?

Ben is 68 cm tall. 
Jorge is 13 cm taller 
than Ben. How tall is 
Jorge?

A building is 60 meters 
tall. A tree near the 
building is 12 meters 
tall. How much taller is 
the building than the 
tree.

A whale is 78 feet long. 
A rhinoceros is 13 feet 
long. What is the 
difference in length 
between the whale 
and the rhinoceros?
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Lydia is knitting a 
scarf. When she begins 
knitting it is 12 cm long. 
When she finishes 
knitting, it is 38 cm 
long. How many 
centimeters of scarf 
did Lydia knit?

Robert has a ball of 
string. He cuts off a 
12 cm piece of string 
and has 76 cm left. 
How much string did 
he begin with?

It takes 27 paper clips 
to measure the height 
of the plant. It takes 
twice as many snap 
cubes. How many snap 
cubes does it take?

Mia decides that the 
tail on her kite is too 
long and cuts off 13 
cm. Now the kite’s tail 
is 39 cm. How long was 
the tail to begin with?
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